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Aristotle. The main question of his * Essay'
made Locke a favourite companion, supplemented
and corrected by Kant. My inclination was to
an English manner of treatment, so far as it
keeps firm hold of what is given in concrete
experience, under conditions of place and time,
and refuses to pursue a unity that is possible
for men only in a world of abstractions. I
seemed to find that in philosophy things must
at last be "left abrupt," as Bacon puts it.

A difficulty much felt by me about this time
was how to reconcile the universality implied
in science with the particularity which belongs
to its empirical data. I wanted to see what
rational assurance there was for the trustworthi-
ness of inductions from experience. What secur-
ity have we in arguing from the past to an
unknown future, or what reason for indulging in
expectation of any sort? I seemed to be face
to face with a dilemma between total scepticism
and total credulity. Without postulates one
cannot move at all intellectually; yet may not
the postulates be only illusions of individual
imagination? So I was perplexed between the
profound need for final faith on the one hand,
and the difficulty of vindicating final faith ont commonlylecturer on natural theology in Edin-hat the
